[Axonal mRNAs: from histochemical visualization to functional analyses].
The vertebrate neuron axon has long been considered as devoid of the protein synthesis machinery. During the early nineties however, the cytochemical visualization of identified mRNAs within certain rodent neuron axons challenged this dogma of cellular neurobiology. The aim of this paper is to illustrate, taking mainly the mouse olfactory system as an example, conceptual and methodological approaches developed in particular in my group, that aim at identifying the function of these axonal mRNAs.